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Historic Resources & Rising Waters:
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Basement Windows & Openings
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Put weather protection sealant around basement windows

Regrade around sills to direct water away  from basement 
windows

Install flood barriers for basement windows and vents.



At Grade Entrances
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Install flood shields or barriers for entrances at grade.



Reduce Negative Site Drainage
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Flood-prone Basements
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Anchor fuel/oil tanks, water heaters and furnaces. In a flood, a 
fuel tank can tip over or float, causing fuel to leak and potentially 
catch fire.

Elevate mechanical equipment and appliances

Relocate mechanical equipment to roof, attic, or living area 
above flood levels. 



Control Stormwater Runoff
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Use a rain barrel to catch 
water runoff.

Make sure downspouts 
extend at least 2 m 
(6’) from your basement 
wall. Water should drain 
away from your property 
and neighboring 
properties.



Raising Utility Entrances
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES



Sarah Hansen: 
shansen@portlandlandmarks.org

Ian Stevenson: 
istevenson@portlandlandmarks.org

Thank you!
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