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Why I Care



Sea level rise in 2100 (courtesy earth.org).



Houston, Texas, post Hurricane Harvey



Source:  University of Texas.

Sea Level 
Rise in TX 
The State is 
planning for 18” 
of sea level rise 
in Padre Island



Source:  University of Texas.

Sea Level 
Rise in TX 
The State is 
planning for 22” 
of sea level rise 
in Galveston



Connecticut sea level rise levels 1’8” (courtesy CIRCA) 



Mystic, Connecticut



Sea Level 
Rise in CT 
The State is 
planning for 20” 
of sea level rise 
by 2050. 



Mystic, Connecticut



Local Laws Impacting Our Response





What is the Federal Role?



Advisory 
Council on 
Historic 
Preservation

• Documentation

• Disaster Response 

• Mitigation

• Adaptation 

• Oversees the “Section 106” federal 
agency process reviewing impacts 
on historic places

• Advises the President, Congress, 
states, and local governments 
about preservation policy 

• Addresses issues raised by tribal 
nations

24 members



Our Draft Climate Policy



What’s at 
Stake?
More than just 
landmarks: 
neighborhoods, 
cultural 
landscapes, 
ecosystems. 



Who is the Policy For? 

• Federal agencies 

• States and tribal and local governments 

• Community groups

• All of  us 



What Does it Cover? 

• Information Gathering 

• Planning 

• Mitigation

• Equity

• Flexibility 

• Education

• Collaboration 



Information Gathering



Planning



Mitigation



Equity



Flexibility



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

• Preservation

• Rehabilitation

• Restoration 

• Reconstruction



36 C.F.R. § 68.3 



The Uses of the Standards

• Historic tax credits 

• Easements

• State rules 

• Local historic designation



Sustainability 
Standards
2013



Flood 
Adaptation 
Standards
2019



In My Prior Life

• A Relocation Treatment? 

• A Deconstruction Treatment? 



Education



Collaboration



@USACHP  

Thank You
www.achp.gov
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